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Home of the Wilmore-Davis Warriors 

Dear Parent: 

I know. You’re worried. Every day, your child comes home with a story about THAT kid. 
The one who is always hitting, shoving, pinching, scratching, maybe even biting other 
children. The one who always has to hold my hand in the hallway. The one who has a 
special spot at the carpet, and sometimes sits on a chair rather than the floor. The one 
who had to leave the block center because blocks are not for throwing. The one who 
climbed over the playground fence right exactly as I was telling her to stop. The one 
who poured his neighbor’s milk onto the floor in a fit of anger. On purpose. While I was 
watching.  And then, when I asked him to clean it up, emptied the ENTIRE paper towel 
dispenser. On purpose. While I was watching. The one who dropped the REAL ACTUAL 
F-word in gym class. 

You’re worried that THAT child is detracting from your child’s learning experience. 
You’re worried that he takes up too much of my time and energy, and that your child 
won’t get his fair share. You’re worried that she is really going to hurt someone some 
day. You’re worried that “someone” might be your child. You’re worried that your 
child is going to start using aggression to get what she wants. You’re worried your child 
is going to fall behind academically because I might not notice that he is struggling to 
hold a pencil. I know. 

Your child, this year, in this classroom, at this age, is not THAT child. Your child is not 
perfect, but she generally follows rules. He is able to share toys peaceably. She does 
not throw furniture. He raises his hand to speak. She works when it is time to work, 
and  plays when it is time to play. He can be trusted to go straight to the bathroom and 
straight back again with no shenanigans. She thinks that the S-word is “stupid” and the 
C-word is “crap.” I know. 

I know, and I am worried, too. 

You see, I worry all the time. About ALL of them. I worry about your child’s pencil grip, 
and another child’s letter sounds, and that little tiny one’s shyness, and that other 
one’s chronically empty lunchbox. I worry that Gavin’s coat is not warm enough, and 
that Talitha’s dad yells at her for printing the letter B backwards. Most of my car rides 
and showers are consumed with the worrying. 

But I know, you want to talk about THAT child. Because Talitha’s 
backward B’s are not going to give your child a black eye. 

Message from a teacher... 

continued... 

A note from Mrs. Fischer... 

I've decided to include this letter, in place of mine, because I think it's an 
important reminder about empathy, patience, confidentiality and love.  

Mrs. Fischer, Principal  

http://wilmoredavis.jeffcopublicschools.org/
http://wilmoredavis.jeffcopublicschools.org/
http://wilmoredavis.jeffcopublicschools.org/our_school/calendar__bell_schedule
http://jeffcopublicschools.nutrislice.com/
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Message from a Teacher.., continued... 

 

I want to talk about THAT child, too, but there are so many things I can’t tell you. 

I can’t tell you that she was adopted from an orphanage at 18 months.  

I can’t tell you that he is on an elimination diet for possible food allergies, and that 
he is therefore hungry ALL. THE. TIME. 

I can’t tell you that her parents are in the middle of a horrendous divorce, and she 
has been staying with her grandma. 

I can’t tell you that I’m starting to worry that grandma drinks… 

I can’t tell you that his asthma medication makes him agitated.  

I can’t tell you that her mom is a single parent, and so she (the child) is at school 
from the moment before-care opens, until the moment after-care closes, and then 
the drive between home and school takes 40 minutes, and so she (the child) is 
getting less sleep than most adults. 

I can’ tell you that he has been a witness to domestic violence. 

That’s okay, you say. You understand I can’t share personal or family information. 
You just want to know what I am DOING about That Child’s behaviour. 

I would love to tell you. But I can’t. 

I can’t tell you that she receives speech-language services, that an assessment 
showed a severe language delay, and that the therapist feels the aggression is 
linked to frustration about being unable to communicate. 

I can’t tell you that I meet with his parents EVERY week, and that both of them 
usually cry at those meetings. 

I can’t tell you that the child and I have a secret hand signal to tell me when she 
needs to sit by herself for a while. 

I can’t tell you that he spends rest time curled in my lap because “it makes me feel 
better to hear your heart, Teacher.” 

I can’t tell you that I have been meticulously tracking her aggressive incidents for 3 
months, and that she has dropped from 5 incidents a day, to 5 incidents a week.  

I can’t tell you that the school secretary has agreed that I can send him to the office 
to “help” when I can tell he needs a change of scenery. 

I can’t tell you that I have stood up in a staff meeting and, with tears in my eyes, 
BEGGED my colleagues to keep an extra close eye on her, to be kind to her even 
when they are frustrated that she just punched someone AGAIN, and this time, 
RIGHT IN FRONT OF A TEACHER. 

The thing is, there are SO MANY THINGS I can’t tell you about That Child. I can’t 
even tell you the good stuff. 

I can’t tell you that his classroom job is to water the plants, and that he cried with 
heartbreak when one of the plants died over winter break. 

continued... 

http://goldenkidsdentalandorthodontics.com/
https://www.safesplash.com/locations/arvada
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Message from A Teacher, continued... 

I can’t tell you that she kisses her baby sister goodbye every morning, and 
whispers “You are my sunshine” before mom pushes the stroller away. 

I can’t tell you that he knows more about thunderstorms than most 
meteorologists. 

I can’t tell you that she often asks to help sharpen the pencils during playtime.  

I can’t tell you that she strokes her best friend’s hair at rest time. 

I can’t tell you that when a classmate is crying, he rushes over with his favorite 
stuffy from the story corner. 

The thing is, dear parent, that I can only talk to you about YOUR child. So, what I 
can tell you is this: 

If ever, at any point, YOUR child, or any of your children, becomes THAT child… 

I will not share your personal family business with other parents in the classroom. 

I will communicate with you frequently, clearly, and kindly. 

I will make sure there are tissues nearby at all our meetings, and if you let me, I 
will hold your hand when you cry. 

I will advocate for your child and family to receive the highest quality of specialist 
services, and I will cooperate with those professionals to the fullest possible 
extent. 

I will make sure your child gets extra love and affection when she needs it most.  

I will be a voice for your child in our school community. 

I will, no matter what happens, continue to look for, and to find, the good, 
amazing, special, and wonderful things about your child.  

I will remind him and YOU of those good amazing special wonderful things, over 
and over again. 

And when another parent comes to me, with concerns about YOUR child… 

I will tell them all of this, all over again. 

With so much love, 

Teacher 

 

Valerie Strauss is an education writer who authors The Answer Sheet blog. She 
came to The Washington Post as an assistant foreign editor for Asia in 1987 and 
weekend foreign desk editor after working for Reuters as national security editor 
and a military/foreign affairs reporter on Capitol Hill. She also previously worked 
at UPI and the LA Times.   

http://bit.ly/2UNAxyi
http://www.goldcrownfoundation.com/
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Sept 2nd  Labor Day 

Sept 3rd Skate City Party 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 

Sept 10  Rise Meeting PK, K, 1st & Jones and Chapman classrooms  5:30 – 7:00pm 

Sept 11  Rise Meeting 2/3 & 4/5  5:30 – 7:00pm 

Sept 16  School Picture Day 

Sept 19  SBL Day  

Sept 19 PTA/Accountability meeting 6:00 -7:30pm 

Sept 20  NO SCHOOL – staff development day 

Sept 25 – October 9 October Count Dates – funding based on attendance these days 

Sept 27  Spirit/ Warrior Day 

Advertising in this newsletter does not imply endorsement by the school or district. 

mailto:Rob@tscacolorado.com
http://www.kidspacefec.com/
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Continued... 

September is Attendance Awareness Month 

Did you know that students who miss 10 percent of school have a harder time learning to read?  

Being late or leaving early affects their learning and that of their classmates?  

If Children don’t show up for school regularly, they miss out on fundamental reading and math skills and the 
chance to build a habit of good attendance that will carry them into college and careers.  

Children who were chronically absent in Kindergarten and 1st grade were far less likely to read proficiently at 
the end of 3rd grade. – Aplllied Survey Research, May 2011.  
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Attendance, Continued... 
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Sponsorship space in 
this newsletter is 
extremely affordable! 
Reach parents in your 
local community & a 
significant portion of 
your investment goes 
back to the school! 
Want to sponsor this 
school? Please contact 
Rob Mangelson at 

 

                         

 
News from Music 

 

"Hi I'm Mrs. Bridge, Wilmore-Davis' new music teacher and I'm excited 
to be teaching music at Wilmore-Davis this year! Calling all 4th & 5th 
graders: have you heard about the Wheatridge Vocal Festival? It will 
be held this year at Wheatridge High School on Wed October 23rd for 
all area elementary, middle and high school students.  I would love as 
many 4th and 5th grade students of Wilmore-Davis to participate in 
this festival as possible. Students will sing in a concert with 
elementary, middle and high schoolers. They would arrive at 6pm for a 
rehearsal and 7pm concert which will be finished by 7.45pm. I will be 
preparing kids with the sung music in class and the event is free and 
open to all 4th and 5th graders. If families are interested, can they 
please send me an email: natalie.bridge@jeffco.k12.co.us and put this 

event in their calendars. More info will follow shortly. " 

  

Updates from the Library and our Digital Teacher 

Librarian, Ms. Peck 

 

We are so thankful here in the library to have gotten new floors, walls, and furniture!   We are also moving 
the innovation space into the library to make this space a center for learning, creativity, and dreaming 
big.  Slowly but surely we are getting books unpacked, furniture built, and supplies out to innovate and 
create.  The library will be open for checking out and reading by Monday August 26th and the Innovation 
Space will be opening sometime in early September.  Please stop by to check out our updates and changes 
when you are here for RISE nights in September! 

https://denverartmuseum.org/visitor-info/free-for-kids
mailto:natalie.bridge@jeffco.k12.co.us
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RISE  Meetings 

Welcome to a new and exciting school year.  This year, we are continuing RISE meetings as our parent 
engagement and conference format. What is a RISE meeting? RISE is a model of family engagement that 
reimagines traditional parent-teacher conferences into 
interactive, supportive, and meaningful group meetings among 
classroom families, students and teachers. This year, your child 
will join the meeting to demonstrate classroom practices and 
activities.  

 

PreK, Kindergarten, 1st and Jones/Chapman Classrooms 5:30 
pm-7:00 pm  

Click here for your invite and to RSVP.  

September 10 -5:30 pm-7:00 pm 

Second, Third, Fourth and Fifth Grade- 

Click here for your invite and to RSVP. 

September 11 - 5:30 pm – 7:00pm  

Don’t miss out on all the fun things happening at Wilmore 

Davis this year! 

 

Jeffco parents can use School Messenger to receive notices about closures and emergencies, grades, 
absenteeism and school events delivered via telephone, e-mail and text message. Parents choose how 
they would like to these receive important school messages. This information is set-up in your Jeffco 
Connect account. If you have any questions on how to access this account, please call our Main Office. For 
additional information, call Jeffco Public Schools Communications Services at 303-982-6808. 

 

 

Jeffco Public Schools 

Birthday Policy: 

Birthdays: District policy no longer allows parents to 

bring in a food treat for birthdays. If you are planning 
to bring a non-food treat for your child's birthday, 
please contact the teacher in advance to ensure she/
he plans for it in the day's schedule.  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ag-cCKg0JbXJCSy9_Ag5oLLqPpVGhUnL
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ag-cCKg0JbXJCSy9_Ag5oLLqPpVGhUnL
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JP9WVOqgfXjaae_N5zvgQgjNmsFZyjTr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fhpdSBDzLRh70iKh50wtG5L8hmdbvSUI/view?usp=sharing
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Farmers 5000 5K Race to Benefit WRHS 

 

The Elementary School with the Highest % of Student Participants will receive a 
TROPHY and $500 for their School!!  Race Day:  Sunday September 15, 2019    9am @ WRHS 

                      Courtesy of Wheat Ridge Optimists  

Only $10 for Elementary Students!  Price Includes a T-Shirt (youth L size only)    

Register Online at:  Farmers5000.org a fee of $1.60 will be added to the total OR complete this registration 
form and bring it to your front office, along with $10 cash or check (payable to WRHS) by Tuesday Sept 10 th. 

Student Name _______________________________________________  
School____________________________          

Age ___________  Gender ___________ 

Parent Name ________________________________________________    

Phone ____________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________    

Email ____________________________________ 

Waiver:  In consideration of your accepting my child’s entry into the Farmers 5000 5K race, I, intending to be bound for myself, my heirs, 
executor and administrators, do hereby release and discharge  Farmers 5000, Right Start Events,  Jefferson County School District, the 
City of Wheat Ridge, USATF, Running Bears Limited, and any and all race sponsors, officials, volunteers from any and all liability arising 
from illness, injuries, damages my child may suffer as a result of any aspect of participating in the Farmers 5000 5K race whether pre-
race, post-race or the race itself.  I also understand and agree that a race sponsor may subsequently use for ANY LEGITMATE purposes 
my child’s name or pictures of my child participating in the event without obligation or liability to me.   I agree to abide by the race rules 

and agree to the above waiver. I also understand the entry fees I pay are non-refundable.  
 
Parent/Legal Guardian Signature_________________________________________________  
Date________________________ 

Contact Lisa Denton thedentons@prodigy.net with any questions 

COPIES OF THIS FORM AVAILABLE IN THE FRONT OFFICE 

mailto:Rob@tscacolorado.com
mailto:thedentons@prodigy.net
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PTA NEWS 

 
AUGUST 
12 Meet & Greet 
14 First day of school 
22 PTA meeting  
23 Flex day (A-L) 
26 Flex day (M-Z) 
28 Papa John’s dining out night 
 
SEPTEMBER 
2 Labor day holiday 
3 Skate City Night 
10 RISE meeting (pk,k/1;ASD) 
11 RISE meeting (2/3;4/5) 
15 Farmer’s 5000 
19 PTA meeting 
20 No school 
 
OCTOBER 
1 Skate City Night 
2 Walk to School Day 
17 PTA meeting 
23 Papa John’s dining out night 
25 Fall break no school 
28 No school (staff dev) 
31 Halloween parade and breakfast 
 
NOVEMBER 
5 Skate City night 
8 Fall Carnival Fundraiser 
21 PTA meeting 
25-29 Thanksgiving break 
 
DECEMBER 
TBD  Caroling community night 
19 PTA meeting 
20  class parties 
12/21-1/3 Winter break 

 
JANUARY 
14/15 Conferences 
16 PTA Meeting 
20 MLK holiday 
 
FEBRUARY  
4 Skate City night 
14 no school (staff dev) 
17 no school (President’s Day) 
20  PTA meeting 
 
MARCH 
3 Skate City night 
19 PTA Meeting 
23-27 Spring break 
 
APRIL 
7 Skate City night (teacher’s night) 
15 AMP/Cookoff Night 
16 PTA Meeting 
 
MAY  
1 Flex testing 
4 Flex testing 
5  Staff appreciation 
8 Field Day 
12 RISE meting 
13  RISE meeting 
14 PTA meeting 
TBD Dance and bake sale 
22 Last day of school 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

WILMORE DAVIS PTA/SCHOOL EVENTS 

2019-2020 



 

   Everitt Fall Carnival 

Resource Fair 
(resources and supports for families )  

 

Saturday, September 21st 

Everitt Middle School 

3900 Kipling Street 

Wheat Ridge, Colorado 

     11 am to 3 pm  

      Food Games  

      Prizes Music 

 

THANKS TO OUR WHEAT RIDGE  

ARTICULATION ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS  

Vivian  Pennington  Stevens  Kullerstrand  

 Prospect Valley   

 Wilmore-Davis Stober 

and our amazing community partners 

  



 

Carnaval y Feria de 

recursos de Otoño en 

Everitt 

(recursos y apoyo adicional para las 

familias)  
Sábado, 21 de septiembre  

Everitt Middle School 

 3900 Kipling Street  

Wheat Ridge, Colorado 

 11a.m a las 3 p.m.  

      Comida    Juegos  

      Premios   Música 

GRACIAS A NUESTRAS ESCUELAS PRIMARIAS  DE 

NUESTRA ARTICULACIÓN              

Vivian   Pennington    Stevens    Kullerstrand  

          Prospect Valley   Wilmore-Davis    Stober 

  y a nuestros colaboradores comunitarios. 







Wilmore-Davis 
Elementary School 
 

Dear Wilmore-Davis Families and Friends, 
 

The PTA is introducing a new fundraising idea for this 
year’s Fall Fundraiser.  Each year it costs 
approximately $85 per student to maintain our 
current level of programs, events, and school 
support.  In addition, our library needs some “TLC” 
to bring our collections up to date and our message 
board is difficult to update to keep you informed.  A 
contribution of $100 for each of your W-D students 
would be helpful, but a donation of any amount is 
greatly appreciated and will earn a participation 
prize (see back for prize levels/description). 
 

The biggest advantage of our check writing campaign 
is that 100% of the money raised will go directly into 
student and family programs at our school, plus you 
and your child do not have to sell anything.  AND, it’s 
entirely tax-deductible! 
 

EVERY STUDENT COUNTS. EVERY GIFT COUNTS.  
ALL DONATIONS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED. 

 

 

Wilmore-Davis PTA Write A Check Campaign 
 

Please return this form with your donation -- cash or check 
(made payable to Wilmore-Davis PTA). 
 

Name:          

Donation*:  � $5     � $20     � $50     � $100     �    
*Please check with your employer about a corporate matching gift 

program to make your donation go even further.* 

Student’s Name:         

Teacher:         Grade:  Preschool   K   1   2   3   4   5 
 
 Yes, please email me a tax deduction receipt to:         

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING WILMORE DAVIS ELEMENTARY PTA, STUDENTS & TEACHERS! 

PTA SUPPORTED PROJECTS 
 

After School Clubs $6,000 
Teacher Appreciation $1,000 
Teacher/classroom grants $1,000 
Community Nights $1,000 
Graduation and End of Year Dance $   800 
RISE Dinners $   800 
Back to School Picnic $   500 
PTA Business $   500 
Community Support $   300 
Field Day $   100 
Past School Wish List Support 
2018-19 Technology $8,700 

2019-2020 SCHOOL WISH LIST 
 

Library $10,000 
Digital Marquee $18,000 
 
 



PRIZES FOR DONATIONS: 
 Each student that donates $1 or more: Pajama Day on Friday 11/8 
 Each class that collects at least $500:  Hot cocoa on Pajama Day 
 Class that collects the most donations: Movie Party* on Pajama Day 

*PTA will provide popcorn for the movie party if top class collects at least $2,000.* 
 

 Newsletter recognition for any: 
  Student collecting over $250 
  Siblings collecting over $400 
  Local business donations of $500 or more 

 
Thank you for your support! 

 
EVERY STUDENT COUNTS.  EVERY GIFT COUNTS. 

ALL DONATIONS ARE GREATLY APPRECIATED. 
 
 

 

Do you shop on Amazon.com?   
Please support Wilmore-Davis Elem PTA through AmazonSmile 

 

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, same prices, and same shopping 
features as Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation 
will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable organization of your choice.  You 
can change your selection at any time. 

 

To select/change your charitable organization: 
• Sign in to smile.amazon.com on your desktop or mobile phone browser. 
• From your desktop, go to Your Account from the navigation at the top of any page, and then select the 

option to Change your Charity. Or, from your mobile browser, select Change your Charity from the 
options at the bottom of the page. 

• Select Wilmore-Davis Elem PTA to support. 
 

For more information about the AmazonSmile program, go to 
http://smile.amazon.com/about 

 



 
 
 

SEPTEMBER’S 

START THE SCHOOL YEAR  
FITNESS CHALLENGE 

 
 

Each day of the month will have a Word and Workout of the Day. Get ready! The words and workouts 
become longer and more challenging throughout the month. Bonus: Write five sentences or more using 
any of the words on the calendar. 

1. Locate the Word of the Day on the calendar. 
2. Match each letter of the word to the “Alphabet Fitness Key” to decipher the workout. 
3. Complete the Workout of the Day.  

 

Example: September 1 – Art 
 

A – 30-Second High Plank, R – Hop on one foot 5 times, T– 10 Burpees 
 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
1 

Art 
2 

Pen 
3 

Desk 
4 

Math 
5 

Quiz 
6 

Ruler 
7 

Verbs 

8 

Study 
9 

Music 
10 

Books 
11 

Lunch 
12 

Chalk 
13 

Recess 
14 

Pencil 

15 

Crayon 
16 

Eraser 
17 

Divide 
18 

Reading 
19 

PE Class 
20 

Markers 
21 

Teacher 

22 

Writing 

23 

History 
24 

Weekend 

25 

Scissors 
26 

Keyboard 
27 

Lunchbox 
28 

Textbook 

29 

Yardstick 
30 

Vocabulary 

 

Name: _______________________________ Days Complete: ___________ 
 

Parent Signature: _____________________ Teacher: __________________ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

START THE SCHOOL YEAR 

A-L-P-H-A-B-E-T Fitness Key 
 

A - 30-Second High Plank 

B - Write a short letter to a friend 

C - 10 Squats 

D - 20 Frog Hops 

E - 10 Plank Jacks 

F - 5 Burpees 

G - 10 Arm Circles 

H - Write your first name 5 times 

I - 30-Second Forearm Plank 

J - 30 High Knees 

K - Write your address 3 times 

L - 10 Lunges (5 each leg) 

   M - Count to 100 by 5s 

N - Bear Walk 10 Steps  

O - 20 High/Low Plank 

P - 10 Backpack Curls (5 each arm) 

Q - Write a thank you note to an adult 

R - Hop on one foot 5 times (each leg) 

S - 15 Mountain Climbers 

T - 10 Burpees 

U - 15 Slow Squats 

V - Sit and stand 10 times holding hands up  

W - 30 Jumping Jacks 

X - Write your last name 10 times 

Y - 10 Flutter Kicks 

Z - Count to 50 by 2s  
 


